AT   THE   SPANISH   COURT
a great while; whereby I humbly beseech your Majesty to send me a warrant to this effect: "We do hereby promise by the word of a King, that whatsoever you, our son, shall promise in our name we shall punctually perform." Sir, I confess this is an ample trust that I desire, and if it were not mere necessity I should not be so bold.3 Whether two such inexperienced and impetuous beings were competent to wield the full authority of kingship seems to have weighed little with James, in comparison with the affection and trust he reposed in them. So he could not refuse their exorbitant request. clt were a strange trust that I would refuse to put upon my only son and my best servant,' he fondly replied, CI know such two as ye are will never promise in my name but what may stand with my conscience, honour and safety and all these I do fully trust to any one of you two/1
These were brave words, but the King must have felt a growing anxiety at the delay. In spite of his affectionate letter to the Infanta, expressing his longing for the happiness of her presence, the Prince's ship, elaborately fitted as if to receive a goddess, still lay in dock and Rutland's fleet awaited orders to sail. The elusive lady showed no eagerness to visit our shores. In the meantime the populace openly expressed their dislike of the Spaniard, and even James himself, reports a Venetian, perforce exclaimed, when speaking of the chapel he was to build for the Infanta, {We are building a temple to the devil!'
Yet, stifling his forebodings, the King briskly proceeded with the preparations for the Infanta's reception. St. James's Palace was being enlarged, a chapel added, and all the rooms were to be refurnished, the present furniture being altogether too mean in quality for Their Highnesses.
The Lord Chamberlain remarks, cthe expense will be
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